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Structuri mitice si simbolice In proza scurta a scriitorilor saizecisti

— Rezumat —

Cuvintele-cheie ale lucrarii de fatd sunt urmatoarele: mit, arhetip, simbol, Baragan,
campie, interior, sat, oras, drum, simbol acvatic, vegetal, vis, erotism, magie, razboi, moarte,
infern, viscol, ger, canicula, Fanus Neagu, Stefan Banulescu, George Balaita, Sorin Titel, D. R.

Popescu, Nicolae Breban.

Teza de doctorat Structuri mitice si simbolice in proza scurtd a scriitorilor saizecisti a urmarit
studiul aprofundat al temelor, simbolurilor, arhetipurilor culturale reflectate in proza scurtd a
scriitorilor Fanus Neagu, Stefan Banulescu, George Baldita, Sorin Titel, D. R. Popescu si
Nicolae Breban, interpretarea relatiilor care se stabilesc intre acestea, punerea in evidenta a
valorii estetice a operelor abordate, realizarea unei sinteze, dintr-o perspectiva noua, a literaturii
amintite. Evident nu este posibild o separare categorica a acestor teme, motive, lanturi simbolice.
De aceea, din ratiuni de coerentd a interpretdrii oferite, am optat pentru analiza unor opere ca
intreg, ca totalitate purtdtoare de sens, si pentru o segmentare minimd a naratiunilor bine
inchegate din punctul de vedere al referintelor mitice. De asemenea, am avut in vedere discutarea
modului in care scriitorii amintiti contribuie la schimbarea paradigmei narative, prin propunerea
unor formule epice originale.

Am pornit in structurarea acestei lucrari, pe de o parte, de la premisa ca proza scurta a
generatiei ‘60 nu este, cel putin in cazul scriitorilor asupra cdrora am ales sd insist, doar un
exercitiu pregatitor pentru roman, altfel spus nu se subscrie unui gen minor, ci este prin ea insasi
o contributie importantd la remodernizarea literaturii romane, marcand desprinderea treptatda de
politic. Iar, pe de alta parte, de la ideea ca abordarea acestor texte dintr-o perspectiva mitic-
arhetipald ar putea releva coerenta unor naratiuni care sunt puse adesea doar sub semnul
magicului, ludicului sau absurdului.

Pentru cd adesea critica literard valorizeaza romanele reprezentantilor generatiei amintite,
abordandu-le din perspective diverse, iar povestirile si nuvelele sunt privite cel mai adesea prin
prisma tematicii si a dominantelor stilistice, am considerat ca este necesard si o abordare mitico-
arhetipala a acestor naratiuni. De aceea, am propus o analizd plecand de la temele recurente in
opera acestor prozatori (varstele omului, destinul, calatoria, iubirea, timpul, moartea, razboiul),

pentru fiecare dintre teme detaliind reteaua de simboluri care contribuie la generarea mesajului



textelor. Un loc important I-am acordat si prezentarii structurilor arhetipale care definesc toposul
acestor naratiuni, pentru ca spatiile in care se plaseaza actiunea sau cele pe care personajele le
proiecteaza devin adesea suprapersonaje cu o existentd autonoma. M-am oprit asupra evolutiei
unor simboluri si arhetipuri culturale in literatura romand, insistdnd asupra celor care
prefigureaza utilizarea lor in proza generatici amintite. De aceea am avut in vedere, n principal,
0 abordare mitic-arhetipald pentru identificarea structurilor simbolice si a modului in care
acestea se integreaza in reteaua de semnificatii a textelor, abordare utila, mai ales, In cazul
povestirilor de tip parabola, dar si in cazul celor in care realismul capata valente mitice. Acest tip
de abordare a fost imbinata cu cea stilistica, dar si cu alte directii critice, cu cea fenomenologica
sau psihanalitica astfel incat sd se poatd pune in evidentd complexitatea operelor avute in vedere.

Lucrarea de fata analizeaza opera a sase scriitori reprezentativi pentru generatia amintita:
Fanus Neagu, Stefan Banulescu, George Balaita, Sorin Titel, D. R. Popescu si Nicolae Breban,
dar se opreste desigur si asupra altor prozatori care au publicat, in perioada debutului, si proza
scurtd, precum Augustin Buzura, fard a insista asupra lor. Selectia nu a vizat o ierarhizare a
autorilor de proza scurta din aceasta perioada, ci s-a bazat pe punctele comune ale operelor, pe
aspectele care puteau da unitate unei astfel de interpretari.

Capitolul Proza scurtd postbelici — pe diagonalele unei receptari. Generatia saizecistd
contine o prezentare sumara a prozatorilor care si-au facut debutul literar 1n anii '60.

Pentru a crea contextul analizei noastre, m-am oprim, in capitolul Repere teoretice:
realism mitic si imaginar simbolic, asupra catorva notiuni, precum arhetip, mit, simbol, reiterate
adesea n analiza imaginarului simbolic, a textelor cu substrat mitic sau de tip parabola. Nu am
avut in vedere o redefinire a termenilor respectivi, ci selectarea acelor repere teoretice care se
dovedesc a fi de folos analizei si perspectivei pe care scriitorii analizati o au asupra spatiului
fictiv.

In capitolul De la imaginarul traditional la fantasticul modern in proza scurti
saizecistd. Dialectica modelelor au fost analizate cateva interpretari critice ale operei acestor
scriitori, trecand de la receptarea din momentul aparitiei volumelor de proza scurta si pana in
contemporaneitate, insistand astfel asupra unor elemente care definesc universul pe care aceste
naratiuni il contureaza. Nu am fincercat realizarea unei sinteze a tuturor interpretarilor, ci
discutarea celor care, dintr-un motiv anume, se evidentiaza, fie sustinind o dominanta a
universului acestor scriitori, fie aducand un element de noutate sau opunéndu-se conceptiei
generale de pana la acel moment. De aceea opiniile critice reliefate si discutate aici sunt cele care
au conturat imaginea generatiei amintite sau care reflectd modul in care aceasta generatie a fost

elogiatd ori dimpotriva denigrata.



Capitolele Toposul imaginar, Stihialul, Trepte ale cautdirii de sine analizeaza modul in
care cateva repere ale prozei mitice sunt adaptate conditiilor sociale si istorice reflectate in proza
acestei generatii. Scriitorii analizati genereaza mituri pornind de la realitate. Acest efort creator
nu se refera la impunerea unei viziuni asupra lumii, ci la transpunerea faptului banal sau a unei
crize existentiale (a individului ori a societatii) intr-un limbaj fabulos, amestecul realismului cu
magicul (frizand nebunia uneori) fiind o incercare de a adduga vietii umane latura transcedentala
de care lumea moderna a privat-0.

Capitolul Toposul imaginar surprinde cateva elemente care contureaza universul mitic.
Mai intadi am analizat cateva repere spatiale, cdci cele mai multe mituri au fost generate prin
proiectia unei lumi interioare, spirituale in universul material, Inconjurator, avind in vedere
reperele spatiale esentiale pentru intelegerea psihologiei personajelor, dar si pentru definirea
viziunii lor asupra lumii. Subcapitolele reflecta o tetradad spatiala (asemenea celor patru puncte
care definesc spatiul): Coordonatele universului rural si ale celui urban, Interioarele —
incaperile sufletului, Poetica drumului si Campia/Bdaraganul. Am pornit de la dualitatea
spatiald rural-urban, pentru cd ea defineste trecerea de la proza mitica traditionald la prelucrarea
si adaptarea miturilor din epoca contemporand, marcand o ruptura in constiinta personajelor si,
asa cum s-a subliniat adesea in critica vremii, autonomizarea spatiului urban care isi creeaza
propriile mituri, pornind insa de la aceleasi arhetipuri.

Celelalte subcapitole subordonate acestei cautdri a sinelui, lesirea din real — stdri
extatice, vis sau reverie, Vegetalul — dublu uman si axda existentiala, respectiv Arhetipuri
animaliere, reflecta o analiza de detaliu a unor elemente-cheie de pe parcursul acestui drum
initiatic. Nu Intotdeauna drumul este reusit, nu mereu personajele ajung sa iasa la lumina din
lumea infernala In care se afunda. De aceea starea extatica este vecind uneori cu nebunia, de
aceea arborele este si axa a lumii, dar si copac funerar, iar animalele indeplinesc atat functia de
ghid initiatic, cat si pe aceea fiintd psihopompa, in fond, tot un ghid care conduce, de data
aceasta pe cararile lumii de dincolo.

Capitolul Destin si mit, evidentiaza relatia stransa dintre aspectele mitic-arhetipale si cele
ale psihologiei personajelor, care sunt prezentate ih momente-cheie ale propriei existente. Astfel,
in Erotism si magie, am abordat tema iubirii, adesea adolescentine, care coincide cu zorii
personalitdtii, cu o primd constientizare a individualitdtii umane. Criza unei trairi reflecta
maturizdrile dureroase ale unor personaje, o altd etapd existentiala a destinului acestora. Sunt
personaje care trebuie sa treaca brusc de la copildrie la maturitate, sd se confrunte cu sentimente
precum gelozia, sa isi invingd nostalgia tineretii pierdute, a iubirii irosite. De aceea au fost
discutate intr-un subcapitol aparte, In oglinda trecutului si a memoriei, problematica acestor

destine frante sau ratate, a nostalgiilor tarzii dupa perioada tineretii, o varsta de aur in care



scrierea unui alt destin ar mai fi fost inca posibild. Toate cele trei trdiri sau etape existentiale sunt
conturate prin resemantizarea unor imagini arhetipale.

Capitolul Infernalul — lumi in deriva este dedicat experientelor existentiale sfasietoare,
cum ar fi confruntarea cu ororile unei conflagratii, Razboiul — la limita umanitatii, o analiza a
modului in care valorile umane se modifica in situatii de criza, dar si a firamelor de umanitate
care supravietuiesc in acest tavilug al istoriei. In Infernul interior am dorit realizarea unei
analize a personalitatilor tulburi, a oamenilor care se pierd in nebunie, pentru care fantasmele
cosmaresti devin realitate. Confruntarea cu moartea este un subcapitol in care au fost discutate
acele texte in care se produce o intoarcere catre imaginarul folcloric, in care moartea redevine
parte a parcursului existential, fiind un prag de trecere intre doud lumi.

Tn concluzie noutatea demersului acestei lucriri consta tocmai in analiza detaliatd a unor
elemente-cheie ale constructiei narative care sustin universalitatea trairilor personajelor,
inscrierea lor in niste tipare mitice, dar si relationarea, voluntard sau involuntara, cu sacrul. De
multe ori scriitorii generatiei saizeciste apeleaza la rescrierea unor mituri i a unor basme, se
opresc asupra unor figuri mitice universale pe care le aduc mai aproape de contemporaneitate, le
plaseazd in societatea moderna, ilustrdnd zbaterile omului obisnuit de a-si gasi calea spre
desdvarsirea de sine, spre dragoste sau spre cunoastere. Fard a-si pierde incarcatura simbolica,
textele se construiesc prin apelul la motive consacrate, resemantizate prin transpunerea in
contemporaneitate sau in contexte inedite.

Am pornit in structurarea acestei lucrari, pe de o parte, de la premisa ca proza scurtd a
generatiei ‘60 nu este, cel putin in cazul scriitorilor asupra carora am ales sa insistdm, doar un
exercitiu pregatitor pentru roman, altfel spus nu se subscrie unui gen minor, ci este prin ea insasi
o contributie importantd la remodernizarea literaturii romane, marcand desprinderea treptata de
politic. lar, pe de altd parte, de la ideea cd abordarea acestor texte dintr-o perspectivd mitic-
arhetipald ar putea releva coerenta unor naratiuni care sunt puse adesea doar sub semnul
magicului, ludicului sau absurdului.

In ceea ce priveste procesul de modernizare, se poate observa ci unele dintre procedeele
de constructie a textului pe care neorealismul anilor 1960 le propune in Incercarea de revitalizare
a filonului epic sunt utilizate si de generatiile ulterioare, dialogul cu alte texte, replica polemica
datd abordarii unor subiecte se regaseste si in proza scurta a generatiei amintite, dar si in scrierile
urmatorului val de prozatori, tematica scriitorului, altfel spus, Intoarcerea textului spre sine
insusi, fragmentarea discursului, multiplicarea perspectivei narative.

Nota de originalitate a scriitorilor generatiei ‘60 este data de iesirea din tiparele prozei
proletcultiste nu atét printr-o tematica total noua, cat prin viziunea asupra lumii descrise. Apelul

la magic si folclor, la miturile romanesti si univesale contituie o modalitate prin care literatura



aceasta Incalcd normele ,realismului”, uzand de ludic si asocieri aparent absurde. Nu se mai
mizeaza pe situatii general valabile, 1n sens clasic, ci pe detalii, pe elementele particulare care

individualizeaza personajele, situatiile si locurile.

Myths and symbols in the short stories of the 60’s writers

Summary

The present paper key words are: myth, archetype, symbol, Moor, field, interior, village,
town, road, water symbol, vegetation, dream, erotism, magic, war, death, hell, blizzard, frost,
scorcher, Fanus Neagu, Stefan Banulescu, George Balaita, Sorin Titel, D. R. Popescu, Nicolae

Breban.

The PhD thesis Myths and symbols in the short stories of the 60’s writers has been
intended to thoroughly study the themes, symbols and cultural archetypes as reflected in the
proposed writers’ short stories, interpret the relationships between the aforementioned, pinpoint
the aesthetic value of the tackled pieces of writing, create a synopsis, from a new perspective, of
the already mentioned literature. Obviously, it is impossible to completely separate these themes,
motives, symbol chains. Thus, for interpretation coherence reasons and a minimal fragmentation
of the solid short stories as far as mythical references are concerned, | opted to analyse some
works as a whole, carrying a lot of meaning. What is more, | ventured to discuss the way the
previously mentioned writers contributed to the change of the narrative paradigm, by proposing
an original epic formula.

On the one hand, I started writing this paper from the premise that the 60°s short stories
are not, at least when speaking about the chosen writers (Fanus Neagu, Stefan Banulescu,
George Balaita, Sorin Titel, D. R. Popescu, Nicolae Breban), just some minor exercises
preparing a novel, that is it does not fall into a minor genre, but they are themselves a major
contribution to Romanian literature modernization, marking the gradual rupture from politics. On
the other hand, | started from the idea that tackling these texts from a mythical-archetypal
perspective could emphasize some short stories coherence, which are usually seen as magical
ludicrous or absurd.

Since quite often literary criticism values the novels of the representatives of the above
mentioned generation, approaching them from different perspectives, stories and short stories

being mostly looked upon for their themes and stylistic dominants, | considered of the utmost



importance to address these short stories from a mythical-archetypal perspective. That is why |
used an analysis starting from the recurrent themes in these writers” works (people’s ages,
destiny, travelling, love, time, death, war), for each of these topics expanding the symbol
network which contributes to rendering the text messages. | placed great emphasis on presenting
the archetypal structures which define the topos of these pieces of writing, for the places where
the action takes place or those which the characters project themselves become, more often than
not, superheroes with an independent existence. | have also tackled some symbols and cultural
archetypes in Romanian literature, insisting upon those which foresee their usage in the
mentioned generation prose. Therefore, | mainly took into consideration a mythical-archetypal
approach to identify the symbolic structures and the way in which they integrate into the
meaning network of the texts, an useful approach, especially not only in the case of the parable
stories but also for those where realism takes mythical senses. This type of approach has been
combined not only with the stylistic one but also with some criticism trends, namely the
phenomenological and psychoanalytical ones so that the complexity of the discussed literature is
clearly emphasized.

The present paper analyses the work of six representative writers for the aforementioned
generation: Fanus Neagu, Stefan Banulescu, George Balaita, Sorin Titel, D. R. Popescu, Nicolae
Breban. It also deals with other writers who published, during their debut period, short stories
such Augustin Buzura, but they are not the aim. My selection did not intend to classify the short
story writers of that period but to point out the common elements in their works, the aspects
which could give unity to such an interpretation.

The chapter Postwar short stories-on the diagonal of reception. The 60’s generation
contains a short presentation of the writers who made their literary debut in the 60’s.

In order to build the context of our analysis, | stopped, in chapter Theoretical guidelines:
mythical realism and symbolic imagination, at some concepts, such as archetype, myth, symbol
often reiterated in symbolic imaginary analysis, in texts with mythical or parable meaning. | did
not intend to redefine the respective terms, but to select those theoretical markers which are
useful for analysis and the perspective the chosen writers have upon the fictional realm.

In the chapter From the traditional imaginary to the modern fantasy in the 60’s short
stories. Model dialectic some critical interpretations of these writers’ works has been made
shifting from reception upon publishing of the short stories volumes until the present day, thus,
insisting on some elements which define the universe of these writers, either by bringing an
element of novelty or opposing the general conception existent up to that moment. Therefore, the
critical opinions highlighted here are those which shaped the image of the discussed generation

or those which reflect the way in which this generation was both cheered and booed.



The chapters Imaginary topos, The ghost, Steps in self-quest tackle the way in which
some markers of the mythical prose have been adapted to social and historical conditions
reflected in this generation’s prose. The writers under discussion generate myths starting from
reality. This creative endeavour does not refer to the imposing of a certain outlook on the world,
but to the rendering of the corny fact or of a certain existential crisis (either that of an individual
or that of the society) into a fabulous language, the mixture of reality and magic (on the verge of
madness sometimes) being an effort to add to human nature a transcendental aspect which got
lost in the modern world.

The chapter Imaginary topos captures some elements that shape the mythical universe.
First and foremost, | studied some spatial markers, since most myths have been generated by
projecting an inner, spiritual world onto the surrounding material world, taking into account the
essential spatial markers used both for understanding characters’ psychology and defining their
outlook on the world. The subchapters reflect a spatial quadruple (similar to the four points
which define space): Rural and urban universe coordinates, Interior places - the rooms of the
soul, the Journey poetry and The field/ The Moor. | started from the rural - urban duo because
it defines the transition from the traditional mythical prose to the processing and adaptation of
the contemporary myths, showing a break-up in characters’ conscience and , as it was
emphasized in those times criticism, the autonomisation of urban space which creates its own
myths, starting from the same archetypes, though.

The other subchapters, subordinated to this self-search, Coming out of reality - ecstatic
states, dream or reverie, The Greenery — human double and existential axis, respectively
Animal archetypes, reflect a minute examination of some key elements on the initiation path.
The path is not always the right one, the characters do not always manage to come to light from
the underworld they sink. That is why the ecstatic state is similar to madness, that is why the tree
is both a world axis and a funeral symbol, and the animals function both as initiation guides and
psychopomp beings, in fact still a guide who leads, this time, on the paths of the world on the
other side.

The chapter Destiny and myth, points out the strong relationship between the mythical-
archetypal aspects and those of the characters’ psychology, which are presented in key moments
of their existence. Thus, in Erotism and magic, | tackled the topic of love, sometimes an
adolescent-like one which coincides with the personality dawn, with a first self-awareness of
human individuality. The existence crisis pinpoints the painful growing up of some characters,
another existence level of their destiny. There are characters which have to abruptly transcend
from childhood to adulthood, to confront feelings such as jealousy, to defeat the nostalgia of

wasted youth, of wasted love. That is why there is a special subchapter, The past and memory



mirror, where | presented the issue of these wasted or missed destinies , late youth nostalgia, a
golden age where the building of another destiny would be still possible. All three feelings or
existential periods are outlined by renaming some archetypal images.

The chapter The Inferno — drifting lives is dedicated to heartbreaking experiences, such
as confrontation with the horrors of a military clash, War — at the border of humanity, an analysis
of both the way human values change during crisis periods, and the bits of humanity that survive
in this historical rollercoaster. The Internal Inferno attempted an approach of disturbed
personalities, of people who get lost in their own madness, for whom nightmares become reality.
Confronting death is a subchapter where | approached those texts which present a return to the
folkloric imagination, where death becomes part of the existential path, being a border between
two worlds.

In conclusion, the novelty of this endeavour is the minute analysis of some key elements
of the narrative work which sustain the globalization of the characters’ feelings, their enlisting in
some mythical patterns and their willing or unwilling relationship with the sacred. Many times
do the 60’s writers use rewritten myths and fairytales, portray some universal mythical
characters which they bring closer to our own time, placing them in modern society, showing
inner fights of ordinary people in finding their way to self-fulfillment, love or knowledge.
Without losing their symbolism, these texts develop by appealing to well-known motives, giving
them new meanings using them in contemporary world or in unusual contexts.

As far as the modernization process is concerned, one can notice that some of the
methods used in building the text proposed by the 60°s neo-realism in its attempt to revitalize the
epic feud are also used by future generations such as the dialogue with other texts, the
argumentative retort, the writer theme, the inner outlook on the text, discourse fragmentation,
multiplying the narrative perspective which are also to be found in the pieces of writing of the
future generation of writers.

The original touch of the 60’s writers is given by the trespassing of the prolecultism prose
patterns not only by using a brand-new topic but also by presenting a new perspective on the
described world. The appeal to magic and folklore, to Romanian and universal myths represents
a way in which this literature breaks the norms of realism using ludicrous and apparently absurd
associations. They no longer rely on general situations but on details, on particular elements

which make the characters, the situations and the places unique.
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